Introduction

Most countries
have one or more ethnic groups that maintain their collective conscious ness and cultural traditions.
Ethnic communi ties have persisted and evolved within the United States and Canada because they ac cepted many immigrants since their colonial days.
In these countries, many researchers have been interested in ethnic groups.
The study of ethnic culture regions is one of the major themes in historical and cultural geography' (Jordan 19899 Jordan et al. 1997) . Recently, the concept of ethnic homeland is submitted, and the Journal of Cultural Geogra phy (volume 13, number 2) features articles on ethnic homeland in the United States. Al though ethnic homeland is a special type of ethnic culture region (Conzen 1993) , its defini tion is not clear. In addition, criteria and con siderations of scale are dispersed throughout the articles in this special issue. In the introduc tory paper, Nostrand and Estaville (1993) iden tified four basic ingredients of a homeland com mon to the papers in the issue: a people, a place, a sense of place, and control of place. Further, they added time as fifth basic ingredient (italics by the original authors). Roark (1993) empha sized that the crucial component of a definition of homelands is the bonding of ethnic groups to the land. Conzen (1993) identified five criteria used to recognize homelands in America: indi genity, exclusivity, cultural vitality, resilience, and scale. Jordan (1993) gave a clear definition. According to him, a homeland has a self conscious group which lives there for a long time. They exhibit a strong sense of attach ment to the region and exercise some measure of social, economic, and/or political control T. Oishi over it. At the same time, the region functions as a peripheral part of a larger and more power ful independent state. Furthermore, Jordan (1993) pointed out that every homeland pos sesses special, venerated places where the group inhabiting the homeland symbolizes and celebrates their special identity. Although the preceding studies analyzed mainly landscape, group identity is also impor tant for the concept of homeland. Schnell (2000) emphasized it in his study of the home land of the Kiowa, a tribe of American Indians in Oklahoma. He examined their feelings, sto ries, and identity through unstructured inter views. As a result, he pointed out the impor tance of the region as a psychological anchor in the Kiowa's past, and as a core of their identity.
The present study focuses on ethnic persist ence, that is, how an ethnic group persists within a regional situation.
Because "home lands involve attachments that reinforce a per son's identity as a member of a group" (Schnell 2000: 156) , the regional conditions that main tain and reinforce the members' identity re quire examination.
In this paper, the author examines the colonization, the marriage pat terns, and family history of an ethnic group.
The purpose of this paper is to examine eth nic persistence in Canada by exploring the case of the Acadians, a francophone2 group in New Brunswick (Figure 1 ). Because the Acadians have preserved their traits for over 250 years as a minority in the Maritime Provinces3 of Can ada, they are an appropriate case for this study. In terms of the Acadian identity, Ohta (1986) emphasized their historical experience of the "Grand Derangement" in the eighteenth cen tury. Davis (1985) showed in her ethnological study of northeastern New Brunswick in the early 1970s that the Acadians have maintained their traits by minimizing contact with anglo phones. However, because many Acadians in the 1990s are bilingual, especially in southeast ern New Brunswick (Oishi 2001 These things prepared the conditions for the Acadian National Conven tions.
The first Acadian National Convention was held at the College Saint-Joseph in Memramcook on July 20 and 21, 1881. At this convention, the Acadians discussed many things, including es tablishment of the Societe Nationale 1'Assump tion.8 They selected August 15, which is the Assumption day, as their national holiday, and Mary as their saint, respectively. After this, the Acadian National Conventions were held ir regularly at various places in the Maritime Provinces. The second convention was held at Miscouche, Prince Edward Island, in 1884. Here, they selected the French tricolor with a yellow star in the blue area as their "national flag" and the hymn, Ave Mans Stella, as their "national anthem ." Since then, the Acadians have maintained their symbols. It can be ob served that their flag is hoisted at houses and buildings in Acadian communities.
On their national holiday, they invite performers who sing their anthem and children paint their face like their flag.9 Now, the Societe Nationale de l'Acadie acts on the interprovincial levels because it has re gional branches in the Maritime Provinces.10 It also acts internationally: collaboration with the government of France has been maintained since the delegation of the Societe Nationale de 1'Acadie visited Paris in 1968. For example, the consulate of France moved from Halifax to Moncton in 1964 (Basque et al. 1999 The head office moved to Moncton in 1913. This institution plays an important role as a mutual insurance company today.
The Caisses Populaires Acadiennes (Acadian Credit Union) is the most important economic institution for most Acadians. This institution, established in 1936, was expanded to 82 Aca dian communities ten years later.
In many Acadian communities, a branch of the Caisses Populaires exists near the Catholic Church and the post office. Thus, the Caisses Populaires is one of the important components in the rural landscape of Acadia.
Finally, the author must refer to political par ties. In Quebec, the Parii Quebecois (the Quebec Party), which was organized in the 1960s, took over the provincial government and is pushing forward with monolingualism within Quebec. On the other hand, the Acadians did not sup port the Parii Acadien (the Acadian Party), which was organized in 1972. The party dis solved after the provincial election in 1982.13
Population and residential distributions of the Acadians in New Brunswick From the "Grand Derangement" in 1755 to Confederation14 in 1867, the only separate cen sus of the Acadian population was held by Pere Denaut in 1803. However, the details of this census are not clear. After Confederation, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics (present-day Sta tistics Canada) has held a census every 10 years since 1871.15 Population data by mother tongue are available from 1931. In this paper, the author examines population by mother tongue because Acadian researchers regarded francophones in the Maritime Provinces as eq uitable to the Acadians16 (for example , Roy 1995: 135) .
The population whose mother tongue is French increased in New Brunswick between 1931 and 1991 (Table 1) . On the other hand, the ratio of francophones to total population re mained stable, and amounts to about 30 percent of the total population during this period (Table  1) . Secondly, Figure 2 shows the distribution of French mother tongue residents by counties in 1991. According to this figure, the ratio of francophones to total population in Madawaska County, northwestern New Brunswick, is over 90 percent, and the ratio of francophones to total population in several counties along the Gulf of St. Lawrence is also high. On the other hand, the lower Saint John valley and south western New Brunswick, where many of the descendants of the Loyalists live, has many anglophones.
This residential distribution has been steady since 1931, and reflects coloniza tion patterns established prior to Confedera tion. Concerning economic activi ties, the inhabitants have been traditionally en gaged in agriculture.
In spite of facing the Northumberland Strait, fishery is not a major activity, although the parish has two small wharves.
Today, many residents work in Greater Moncton19 or in Shediac. There is no hospital in the parish, and only a few stores. Thus, if residents need these kinds of services, they must go to Greater Moncton or Shediac by car. In the center of the parish, there is a post office, a school (from Kindergarten to Grade 8, for francophones), a branch of the Caisses Populaires, and the community center where the parish activities are held, located adjacent to the Catholic Church and a graveyard. Re cently, many cottages were built along the shore, including that of Mr. Romeo LeBlanc, the former Governor General of Canada, who was the first Governor General of Acadian-stock. According to the author's interview, there is no communications between the parishioners and most owners of these cottages, and troubles sometimes break out.
Grande-Digue is one of the oldest parishes in New Brunswick, founded in 1788. It has not been transformed by tourism, and retains many traits of a traditional Acadian parish in south eastern New Brunswick.
These facts suggest that Grande-Digue is an appropriate case for this study. First, marriage patterns from 1970 to 1997 will be examined (Table 2) . Marriages between francophones (Type A) constitute over 80 per cent of all marriages (351 in 425). Because the marriage ceremony is generally held at the bride's home-church, marriages between fran cophone males and non-francophone females (Type B, 17 in 425) are much less frequent than those between non-francophone males and francophone females (Type C, 43 in 425). Al though Type A has tended to decrease recently, it remains over 60 percent in nearly all years. Thus, endogamy within the language group is the typical case. Because it is normal to select a future spouse while in high school, this endog amy is supported by linguistically separated education programs in New Brunswick.
Secondly, the geographical territory of mar riages is examined from 1970 to 1997 (Table 3 , Figure 3 ). Of 425 couples, 382 couples were examined because cases where both man and woman are not from Grande-Digue, and unclear records were excluded. The results show that about 17 percent of couples were marriages between parishioners of Grande-Digue. This figure is much lower than it was in the past.21 Recently, marriages with people from neighbor ing parishes have been more typical, and amount to 73 percent. On the other hand, there are few marriages with a man or woman from northeastern or northwestern New Brunswick. Concerning relatively narrow territory of marriages, Davis (1985: 116) pointed out both limited opportunities for meeting and negative views toward the outsiders. However, she pre dicted that marriage with outsiders would in crease because of consolidation of secondary schools.
In addition, the differences among types of work reflect on marriage patterns. For instance, there was almost no marriage be tween farmers and fishermen during the nine teenth century in Caraquet, northeastern New Brunswick (Arseneault 1988) . These factors probably also characterized traditional mar riage patterns in Grande-Digue.
However, the traditional marriage patterns are gradually changing.
The opening of the Universite de Moncton in 1963, by integration of the French speaking colleges within New Brunswick, has fostered migration of young Acadians. Accord ing to Beaudin (1993) , about 90 percent of the students in this university are from New Bruns wick. Furthermore, about 20 percent of the graduates stay in Moncton because of their work. Migration of young Acadians will con tribute to changes in marriage patterns.
Analyses of Acadian society through family history
In this section, an Acadian family is exam ined in detail because family is also one of the most important components of ethnic persist ence. Family B is shown as a typical case. It is not only one of the pioneers in Grande-Digue, but also it has an interesting private genealogy. The materials are the result of the author's interview carried out in 1998, and the private genealogy made by individual No. 9 in Table 4 . The ninth, tenth, and eleventh generations of this family in Acadia (not in Grande-Digue) are examined in this paper because they were born in the twentieth century ( is not an important eco nomic activity. Therefore, a part of their farm land is used for either houses of family mem bers, or for their cottages. 
Ethnic
Persistence and its Regional
Characteristics
In this section, the author examines ethnic persistence as it relates to Acadian society (Fig  ure 4) . First, the Acadians have lived in New Brunswick since the middle of the eighteenth century. Although they lived as refugees in the early period, they established some institutions after the middle of the nineteenth century. For example, the College Saint-Joseph was estab lished in 1864 as a secondary educational insti tution, and Le Moniteur Acadian was estab lished in 1867 as the first French newspaper (weekly) in the Maritime Provinces. These in stitutions contributed to the emergence of an elite within Acadian society, and led to the Acadian National Conventions in the 1880s, and the establishment of the Societe Nationale de 1'Acadie. In the first half of the twentieth century, the Societe 1'Assumption, the institu tion of mutual aid, and the Caisses Populaires were established in succession.
Today, it is important for Acadians that the Societe Nationale de 1'Acadie is recognized by French speaking countries and regions. Furthermore, there are some French media, such as newspa pers, televisions, and radios, which play an im portant role in the ethnic persistence of the Acadians.
L'Acadie Nouvelle, the only daily French newspaper in the Maritime Provinces, has about 20,000 readers, especially in north eastern New Brunswick (Table 5 ). The develop ment of ethnic institutions, the close relation ship with French-speaking countries and regions, and the existence of French media con tribute to the maintenance and the succession of Acadian cultural traditions, and the endog amy. These elements also promote linguistic persistence because Acadians continue to use French at home. It is also necessary to pay attention to high endogamy rates among the younger generation, even though some younger people act on the international scene, and they are excellent English speakers.
The University de Moncton, established in 1963, is one of the important institutions for ethnic persistence.
According to Beaudin (1993) , about 90 percent of the students are from the province.
Enrollment numbers for fulltime students increased from 2,600 in 1981 to 4,600 in the early 1990s., and this increase rate (77 percent) is the highest in the Maritime Provinces except Saint Mary's University in Halifax, Nova Scotia (Beaudin 1993) . The uni versity trains competent people who contribute to their society, and it already has 25,000 graduates in total. Furthermore, about 20 per cent of the graduates stay to work in Moncton.
Secondly, the language situation is one of the most important factors for ethnic persistence. Since 1969 when English and French became the official languages in New Brunswick, official documents have been written in both languages, and education programs in each lan guage have been offered. Now it is possible for Acadian children to go to French-speaking school in all New Brunswick, which plays an important role in maintenance of the French language.
Furthermore, because French achieved the status of an official language, some anglophones have become bilingual. As immersion program, which is a program to edu cate anglophone children in French, was intro duced, many students now select it, especially in northwestern and southeastern New Bruns wick where many francophones live. Thus, some youngsters become bilingual (Oishi 2001) . Thirdly, economic factors are also important for ethnic persistence.
It is generally agreed that the Maritime Provinces are hinterlands in Canada (Iwasaki 19919 McCann and Gunn 1998) . This means that New Brunswick re ceives many benefits from regional policy by the federal government.
The economy of the Maritime Provinces, which still depends largely on primary industries, is supported by this re gional policy.
However, there is the possibility of a spatial restructuring of the regional economy.24 The development of Moncton as a regional city is especially important for the Acadians. Monc ton developed as a major railway town in the late nineteenth century, because it is located along the only route between Quebec and the peninsula of Nova Scotia (Shionoya 1990) . The exhibition about the railroad at the Moncton Museum stresses the historic importance of the railroad for the development of this city. Many people migrated from surrounding areas to Moncton for the construction of the railroad. The population of the city increased 373 per cent between 1871 and 1941. The ratio of f rancophones to total population also increased, from 15.6 percent in 1871 to 33.6 percent in 1941 (Hickey et al. 1990; 135) . As a conse quence, in the first half of the twentieth cen tury, the head offices of L'Evangeline (which became the first daily French newspaper in the Maritime Provinces later25) and of l'Assumption moved to Moncton from Nova Scotia and from Massachusetts respectively. As ethnic institu tions concentrated in Moncton, the city became the most important center for the Acadians ( Figure 5) . A study by the Canadian Institute for Research on Regional Development (1996) explains why Moncton will develop further in the future. First, Moncton is dependent not on secondary industries, but on commerce and transportation.
Secondly, it is important that there are two universities,25 i.e. the Universite de Moncton (French-speaking) in Moncton and Mount Allison University (English-speaking) in Sackville, about 50 km south from Moncton. The existence of the universities contributes to higher levels of education for this region, and encourages investment in new industries. Also, the Universite de Moncton plays an important direct economic role in the region. At present, there is a staff of 1,100, including about 750 fulltime employees, and there are 5,640 stu dents registered at the university (Beaudin 1993:4) . As a result, about 158 million Canadian dollars were invested in Greater Moncton in relation to the university in 1992-1993 (Beaudin 1993: 9) . In addition to this fact, some large companies have moved their head office to New Brunswick. One of the reasons for these moves is the high level of linguistic ability among the Acadians (Ohta 1998 to the city, the author often found it in the parish register of Grande-Digue.
Some studies, such as Allen (1974) and Ohta (1981 Ohta ( , 1982 , have discussed the presence of French Canadians in Maine. It is supposed that French Canadians in Massa chusetts are in a similar situation. 13. See Ouellette (1992) regarding the Parti Aca dien. 14. In Canadian history, generally, "Confederation" refers to the creation of the Dominion of Can ada from four colonies (provinces) of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick, in 1867. 15. A census has been held every five years since 1951. 16. In spite of the high ratio of francophones in Madawaska County, not all francophones in this region regard them as the Acadians (Ver nex 1979), because many of the inhabitants are descendants of immigrants from Quebec and Maine, the United States.
For example, a young woman who is from Edmundston, the regional city in this county, and an alumna of the University de Moncton, told me that she did not regard herself as an Acadian. Williams (1977) Davis (1985) , who investigated an Acadian parish in Ile Lameque, northeastern New Brunswick, in the early 1970s, reported that for 39 of 66 couples both spouses were parishioners, and that only 17 percent of spouses were married to a man or a woman outside the Island. 22. For example, Allen (1972) discussed chain mi gration from Quebec to Maine in the late nine teenth and early twentieth centuries. 23. In Acadian society, it is common to remarry when a spouse dies. Davis (1985: 103) sug gested that sexual division of labor contributes to this custom. 24. De Benedetti and Lamarche (1994) discussed the restructuring of the Maritime economy and its urban system. Especially, chapter ten re ported the transition of the Moncton economy in recent years (Savoie and Bourgeois 1994) . 25. L'Evangeline became a daily newspaper in 1949. However, it ceased publication in 1982 because of economic difficulties. 26. Through amendment of an Act of the Legisla ture, the Atlantic Baptist College in Moncton was renamed the Atlantic Baptist University (English-speaking) in 1996. Thus, the region has three universities today.
